Learning experiences: Annotated transcript of original conversation with Jack
Jack is a very experienced teacher.  He has great curriculum knowledge and a passion for writing.  He expects good quality writing from his students, and he gets it.  At whole school workshops, he very rarely engages in discussion, and in the staffroom he makes it clear that he does not see the point of taking part in the AtoL PD.  

	My thoughts at the time
	Dialogue

	
	Catherine: Thanks for the lesson, Jack.  Have a seat so we can have a chat about it.

	He doesn’t feel comfortable here.  Or is this a ploy to not fully engage in the discussion?  It’s not ideal giving feedback in the classroom, but surely year 6 kids can look after themselves.  I think I’ll just carry on.
	Jack: No thanks, the kids will play up.  I’ll stand up and talk to you.

Catherine: OK, shall we make a start?

Jack: (Looking around the class) 

Catherine: I loved the way you got the learning intention from the students.  That worked superbly, didn’t it?

	I should really talk about why he doesn’t normally do this.  It seems like this is the perfect opportunity to address his reservations about the professional development, but I don’t want to tackle something like this in the classroom.  I’m not sure how he will react.  I think I’ll just move on.
	Jack: Oh yes, I do that all the time (laughing) Not!! 

Catherine: Well, it certainly works well when you do.

	
	Catherine: One thing I wanted to chat about was the involvement of the students in today’s lesson.   I noticed you were doing most of the talking and the students were listening.  I have some ideas that would involve students more in the lesson.  They could examine those great samples of writing you prepared and have a talk about what makes them good quality writing, rather than you telling them.  What do you think about that?

	He’s right, he knows a lot about teaching writing.  It’s just that the way he does it isn’t involving the students enough in the learning.  I need to give him an example now to see if he might consider doing that.
	Jack: It seems like a waste of time doing that in writing.  I do it a lot in topic studies.  But I really know how to teach writing, and I think I should be the one doing most of the talking.

	
	Catherine: Yes, you do know a lot about writing -- I can see that from your lesson and from the students’ work on the walls.  But I have a suggestion for you to think about.  What about if you used the five examples you had prepared and asked the students to examine them in groups and then come up with some success criteria by themselves?

	This is sounding better.  That worked.
	Jack: Yes, that might work.

	I’m still not sure if he will.  But I’m running out of time now, and I am still reluctant to really talk about why he isn’t engaging.  I really did chicken out.
	Catherine: I can see I have nearly convinced you.   Would you have a go?

Jack: I suppose so.

Catherine: Good stuff.  Let me know if it works.  


